











Why
Wellsprings?
by MiChayla Todd (‘11)

Many of the
students who typically
end up in alternative
schools have struggled
with academics and
public school structure

for most of their school careers. Personally, |
never struggled much as a kid, in fact I generally
excelled. I was a reader at the early age of three,
and entered Kindergarten at the age of four. For
the majority of my Elementary years, I participated
in a program called TAG (Talented and Gifted)

in which I took some subjects at a higher level
than the standard of my grade. So, I never had to
struggle to keep up with the rest of my class, quite
the opposite actually. I always felt I was held
back by the grade standard. I also moved around a
lot, which made the participation in this program
increasingly more difficult, as well as straining to
keep the few friends I had made.

I entered my eighth grade year as a new
student yet again and struggled with social
connections throughout the school year. Although
I wasn’t popular among my peers, I finished with
a strong academic record. High school wasn’t
something my teachers had thought I needed to
worry about. As I stepped into my freshman year
at Willamette High, I became quickly irritated
with the average of thirty kids per classroom and
the lack of individuality. I fell victim to the all too
easy routine of ditching classes. For the first time
in my life, I hated school.

I discovered Wellsprings after being
dropped from Willamette High due to ten
consecutive days of non-attendance. After briefly
reading a bit about the Wellsprings environment
I was convinced it was the place for me: this
conviction was only strengthened by my visit to
the school. Because the school was full, however, 1
was not able to start attending until my sophomore
year (last year) which was my most memorable
year of school yet.

My love for school and thirst for knowledge
quickly came back to me upon entering the
Wellsprings environment. I fell in love with the
size, making for a close community atmosphere,
and was fascinated by the classes that were offered.
I love that we are not forced to learn the same exact
criteria as every other person. We all have different
interests. Wellsprings acknowledges this. Our
teachers encourage us to learn about who we are as
unique individuals in the world, instead of clones of
all other teens in America.

I had been through a bit of a rough
emotional year before coming to Wellsprings.

I ended up discovering more about myself and
the people around me, with each day, each rich
conversation I engaged in. I emerged out of the
school year with an entirely new attitude about
myself and the life I want to live.

After spending the majority of my freshman,
and some portion of sophomore, years partying
with peers, I am now, with the help of Wellsprings
and my own inner drive, fully dedicated to school
and to writing. [ am eager to learn all that the world
has to offer, and thanks to Wellsprings, it has been
easier to see how much there is out there. Starting
my junior year has been just as amazing as I knew
that it would, and I look forward to all that I have to
learn over the course of this year.

Our Mission
Wellsprings Friends School provides alternative
learning approaches, supportive community,
and a culture of individual affirmation, in which
teenagers are mentored and assisted towards
meeting the challenges of adolescence and
adulthood.

Thank You!
The support of the many individuals who
contribute financially and in other ways to
Wellsprings provides the conditions which
make it possible for us to fulfill our mission. On
behalf of all the young people whose lives your
contribution has enhanced, we thank you.




Introducing Our New Website

In September our updated website was launched, complete with a new Wellsprings logo
and online donation capabilities. The site was completely redesigned for better navigation and
features a “new look” with easy to view colors and more photos. The site address remains www.
wellspringsfriends.org We’re especially pleased to be able to allow people to make secure online
donations and to sign-up to receive our newsletter and other communications via email.
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Getting Connected

by Todd Peterson, Outreach and Development Director

Over the past year we’ve added many new ways for people to learn about Wellsprings and
keep up with “what’s happening” at school. With the start of the new school year, in addition to the
website update, we began to regularly post new blog stories and photos. Here’s a complete list of sources
for information about Wellsprings along with links to the sites:

School Website: www.wellspringsfriends.org

Read Our School Blog: www.wellspringsfriends.blogspot.com

View Our Web Albums: www.picasaweb.google.com/wellspringsfriends

View School Videos: www.youtube.com/user/wellspringsfriends

Be A MySpace Friend: www.myspace.com/wellspringsfriends

Follow Us On Twitter: www.twitter.com/wellspringsfs

Meet On Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Wellsprings-Friends-School/67302012245
I invite you to sign-up on our blog to receive regular updates and/or join us on any of the social media
sites you may currently use. And please feel free to spread the word to relatives and friends who might
like to be informed about the ongoing educational programs and activities at Wellsprings. As always, we
appreciate your feedback and comments.



