


Being a New Student
by Ben McKenzie (‘12)

	 I am a 15-year-old 
sophomore, who has just 
started at Wellsprings.  
Last year I went to a 
large public school.  I 
was overwhelmed by 
the class size and work 
load.  I had a friend who 
went to Wellsprings so 

I decided to visit.  I was turned on by the idea of 
small classes and minimal homework.  I am very 
dedicated to extra-curricular activities like biking 
and white water kayaking, and I feel this school 
supports my interests.  

Being part of a small school creates a sense 
of community that did not exist in public school.  
The small classes give you opportunity to have 
more one-on-one with the teachers and create an 
atmosphere where you can learn at your own pace.  
Since coming to Wellsprings, I am much more 
engaged with what is going on in class. Chanci’s 
“Small Group Communication” is really cool, 
and I love the philosophical discussions in Tyler’s 
“God Who?” class.

Our Newest Board Member
Earlier this year, 

Tom Stave joined our 
Board of Trustees.  As 
a newcomer to the 
Board, Tom says, “I’m 
still learning and look 
forward to making a 
contribution to the life 
of the school.  I value 
Wellspring’s concern for 
each individual student, 
and its aspiration to develop a resilient and caring 
community.” 

Tom’s connection with Wellsprings goes 
back to the mid-1990s, when his oldest son was a 
member of Wellspring’s second graduating class.  
“The school was a great match for Matt,” says Tom. 
“It met his learning style.”

Tom, his wife, Vicki, and family moved to 
Oregon in 1980.  They have four grown children.  
Both enjoy organic gardening, traveling globally, 
and are active members of Eugene Friends Church, 
located across the street from the school. Tom has 
served as clerk for the church several years and is 
currently clerk of the Northwest Yearly Meeting. In 
his work life, Tom is Head of the Document Center 
at the University of Oregon Libraries.

“I’m delighted with the quality and 
commitment of the teachers and staff at 
Wellsprings,” says Tom.  “The school will continue 
to thrive as we meet the learning needs of every 
student in our caring community.”

“Since coming to Wellsprings, I 
am much more engaged with what 

is going on in class.”

						      New Logo

                                      
Along with the website update (see back page), our teachers, staff, and students contributed to the 
process of designing a new logo.  Two variations were created for us by local graphic designer, Peter 
Anthony, both of which will be used in print and online communications.  The full logo retains some of 
the design features of our original logo and the logo mark incorporates the same new “look.”



To the Wellsprings Graduates of 2009
by Jon Garlinghouse

	 Think of your time at Wellsprings. Think of the elements of your 
time here that are distinct.
	 In comparison to more industrial educational settings, I think 
Wellsprings offers:
(1) Respect: Here students are not the other, the non-adult, the 
teenagers. People are      expected to define themselves and their self-
definitions are heeded and respected. Thus, self-respect and respect of 
others is the culture here.
(2) Love: Is a formally stated principle and goals of Wellsprings: Love 
unconditional, love of all participants, love of life in all diversity. I 
have felt it as a guest and friend of Wellsprings.

(3) Spirit: A practical down to earth practice of spirit and faith without dogma or doctrine. A spirit that 
infuses all parts of this school produces a unity of purpose in freedom. 
	 These elements in this form are not, cannot, be provided in mass-produced education. At certain 
scales uniformity increases, diminishing the possibility of respect, love, and spirit. Technology has not 
solved this problem in past history or present.
	 Natural brilliance and original work are born of these elements. Great multiplicity, diversity, and 
experiment are nature’s ways, producing the brilliance of the natural world.
	 Small scale, personal relationships with teachers, open inquiring community of learners, 
encouragement of original individual and group work. Even the smallest possibility for these elements 
are found in only the most elite, expensive educational environments. This is a very expensive 
educational system at Wellsprings. Look around the school, the symbolic material environment does not 
reflect this wealth. That fools people. But where it counts, the structure and dynamic that produces real 
education and really educated people who continue their education for a lifetime are all here. You just 
have to be around for a while to know it.
	 This humility of physical structure and furnishing may not always be so humble. The day may 
come when the symbolic environment more closely reflects the first class educational environment that 
Wellsprings is. Then who knows what will happen. For now, the school is like the graduates, incredible 
diamonds from unlikely situations or settings, sometimes recognized only by the most highly educated, 
the staff and students at Wellsprings.
	 Don’t forget what happened here. You received a first-class and very expensive education. 
You earned it not by buying it, but by bringing your great respect, love and spirit to this place, to these 
people. Go out from here and do it again, and again and again. And the world and all of us will move 
closer and  closer to balance. And the world will be made yours.



Yoga Teacher 
and Mom

by Nataya Caraveo (‘10)

Neil Hunter 
has been working at 
Wellsprings for two years. 
She first joined us in 
December of 2007 to take 
over a yoga class after 
the previous teacher left 
for a sojourn in India.  But Neil was no stranger 
here.  She and her oldest son, Hunter Edwards, 
had visited Wellsprings much earlier.  When Neil 
toured the school, she completely loved it. To her, 
the atmosphere was very welcoming and very 
much a family-like community. Immediately she 
felt that “I wanted my son to be around this kind 
of environment.”   Hunter did enroll, graduating in 
2008.

Neil teaches yoga, which is not only is a 
fun class, but she loves doing yoga too. One of the 
difficulties in yoga is working with all the different 
levels of students and trying to find the middle 
ground with the whole class. It’s much more fun 
moving all together, with all the same energy.

Another challenge for Neil is being a 
part-time teacher.  “Not being here all the time,” 
she says, “doesn’t allow me to get to know the 
students or staff as much as I want to.”  Neil’s 
younger son, Ryan, started attending Wellsprings 
as a freshman and is on track to graduate in 2011.  
Neil and her family are clearly a big part of the 
Wellsprings “family.”

Lively, Literate Librarian
by Mackenzie Sparks (‘10)

      Our very own Wellsprings librarian, Carly 
Rue, joined our community in the fall of last 
year.  Carly has always had a passion for books, 

especially classic 
literature, and has, 
since she was in middle 
school, worked in the 
library at a variety of 
schools.  It is clear that 
she loves being a part of 
education, especially at 
a place like Wellsprings 
where it’s comfortable, 
inviting, and open-
minded individuals can 

learn together.
      Carly has brought a lot of great qualities to 
our school.  She has organized the library to make 
it so students can easily find what they want to 
read.  Not only has she improved our library she 
also has a true love and respect for the community.  
She enjoys being part of the alternative way that 
Wellsprings is in every aspect of life.  She’s always 
available as a resource for help, guidance, and 
friendship for the students.  Wellsprings was very 
lucky to find someone like Carly.

Term I Schedule of Events

Bowling
Community Service

Maude Kerns Art Center
Museum of Natural History

Peace Work in Columbia Presentation
Planetarium

Self-Defense Workshop
Silk Screen Workshop

Archery
All School Bar-b-que
Halloween Festivities

Homelessness Support Presentation



Why 
Wellsprings?
by MiChayla Todd (‘11)

	 Many of the 
students who typically 
end up in alternative 
schools have struggled 
with academics and 
public school structure 

for most of their school careers.  Personally, I 
never struggled much as a kid, in fact I generally 
excelled. I was a reader at the early age of three, 
and entered Kindergarten at the age of four. For 
the majority of my Elementary years, I participated 
in a program called TAG (Talented and Gifted) 
in which I took some subjects at a higher level 
than the standard of my grade. So, I never had to 
struggle to keep up with the rest of my class, quite 
the opposite actually.  I always felt I was held 
back by the grade standard. I also moved around a 
lot, which made the participation in this program 
increasingly more difficult, as well as straining to 
keep the few friends I had made. 
	 I entered my eighth grade year as a new 
student yet again and struggled with social 
connections throughout the school year. Although 
I wasn’t popular among my peers, I finished with 
a strong academic record. High school wasn’t 
something my teachers had thought I needed to 
worry about. As I stepped into my freshman year 
at Willamette High, I became quickly irritated 
with the average of thirty kids per classroom and 
the lack of individuality. I fell victim to the all too 
easy routine of ditching classes. For the first time 
in my life, I hated school.
	 I discovered Wellsprings after being 
dropped from Willamette High due to ten 
consecutive days of non-attendance. After briefly 
reading a bit about the Wellsprings environment 
I was convinced it was the place for me: this 
conviction was only strengthened by my visit to 
the school. Because the school was full, however, I 
was not able to start attending until my sophomore 
year (last year) which was my most memorable 
year of school yet. 

	 My love for school and thirst for knowledge 
quickly came back to me upon entering the 
Wellsprings environment. I fell in love with the 
size, making for a close community atmosphere, 
and was fascinated by the classes that were offered. 
I love that we are not forced to learn the same exact 
criteria as every other person. We all have different 
interests. Wellsprings acknowledges this. Our 
teachers encourage us to learn about who we are as 
unique individuals in the world, instead of clones of 
all other teens in America. 
	 I had been through a bit of a rough 
emotional year before coming to Wellsprings. 
I ended up discovering more about myself and 
the people around me, with each day, each rich 
conversation I engaged in.  I emerged out of the 
school year with an entirely new attitude about 
myself and the life I want to live. 
	 After spending the majority of my freshman, 
and some portion of sophomore, years partying 
with peers, I am now, with the help of Wellsprings 
and my own inner drive, fully dedicated to school 
and to writing. I am eager to learn all that the world 
has to offer, and thanks to Wellsprings, it has been 
easier to see how much there is out there. Starting 
my junior year has been just as amazing as I knew 
that it would, and I look forward to all that I have to 
learn over the course of this year.

Our Mission
Wellsprings Friends School provides alternative 

learning approaches, supportive community, 
and a culture of individual affirmation, in which 

teenagers are mentored and assisted towards 
meeting the challenges of adolescence and 

adulthood.

Thank You!
The support of the many individuals who 
contribute financially and in other ways to        
Wellsprings provides the conditions which 

make it possible for us to fulfill our mission. On 
behalf of all the young people whose lives your 

contribution has enhanced, we thank you.



Getting Connected
by Todd Peterson, Outreach and Development Director

	 Over the past year we’ve added many new ways for people to learn about Wellsprings and 
keep up with “what’s happening” at school. With the start of the new school year, in addition to the 
website update, we began to regularly post new blog stories and photos. Here’s a complete list of sources 
for information about Wellsprings along with links to the sites:
	 School Website: www.wellspringsfriends.org
	 Read Our School Blog: www.wellspringsfriends.blogspot.com
	 View Our Web Albums: www.picasaweb.google.com/wellspringsfriends
	 View School Videos: www.youtube.com/user/wellspringsfriends
	 Be A MySpace Friend: www.myspace.com/wellspringsfriends
	 Follow Us On Twitter: www.twitter.com/wellspringsfs
	 Meet On Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Wellsprings-Friends-School/67302012245
I invite you to sign-up on our blog to receive regular updates and/or join us on any of the social media 
sites you may currently use.  And please feel free to spread the word to relatives and friends who might 
like to be informed about the ongoing educational programs and activities at Wellsprings.  As always, we 
appreciate your feedback and comments.

Introducing Our New Website

	 In September our updated website was launched, complete with a new Wellsprings logo 
and online donation capabilities.  The site was completely redesigned for better navigation and 
features a “new look” with easy to view colors and more photos. The site address remains www.
wellspringsfriends.org  We’re especially pleased to be able to allow people to make secure online 
donations and to sign-up to receive our newsletter and other communications via email.
	
	
                     

	
	
	


